Talk 10
Living Our Covenant
Your Name


CPO

Living our Covenant
TIME FRAME:


______ afternoon., Sunday (assuming a Weekend format)
EXERCISES:


Open sharing: What are my hopes and dreams for our relationship




as a result of this Marriage Encounter experience?  




How do I feel about that?





Open and Apostolic





Re-evaluation





Inviting starter list





Donation to support the dream:  How much are we willing





to share financially so that the dream and mission of Worldwide 





Marriage Encounter  may continue?

SONG:



The Impossible Dream




There's a New World Somewhere

QUESTIONS:
None
WRITTEN BY:

Your names

Address

City State Zip

Telephones

Emails

WORKSHOP COUPLE:
SECOND-READ COUPLE:

Their names
Their names




Address
Address

City State Zip
City State Zip

Telephones
Telephones

Emails
Emails

Date of this revision

1st Set Couple with Clergy Couple
I.
Introduction, optional opening prayer, and song 

(LW:  Total time 5:00, with song)
Lay Wife
The title of this presentation is “Living Our Covenant.”  It can be found on page ___ of the Workbook.

Suggested wording for optional prayer:

Gracious God, we come to you now in awe of our love for each other and the dreams we have for our marriage covenant.  We ask you to open our hearts and our minds to ways that we can keep our love vibrant and alive for ourselves, our families, our Church, and our world.

Suggested transition for song:

We have been sharing parts of the play “Man of La Mancha” with you.  There is a point in the play when Don Quixote proclaims that, with his Dulcinea beside him, he can do quite anything.  Perhaps you have sensed this power that comes from loving and being loved.  We are each like Dulcinea, but we are also each like Don Quixote – dreaming big dreams for our lives.  We all want to make a difference in the world.  We want to leave a lasting legacy.  With the transforming love of our spouse to energize us, we can begin to rethink what is possible.  With this in mind, let's listen to a song. You can follow along on page _______.

Play “The Impossible Dream.” (2:15)
II.
Experience of our covenant  (Total time:  20:00 max)
II A.
Share our hopes and dreams for our relationship as a result of our extended dialogue (LH or LW and CL or CS: 0:45 each)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse
II B.
Open sharing (CL and/or CS:  0:30 introduction, 1:00 writing, 1:00 sharing with spouse, 10:00-12:00 open sharing)
Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse

What are my hopes and dreams for our relationship as a result of this Marriage Encounter experience? How do I feel about that?
Allow 1:00 for writing

Allow 1:00 for sharing with spouse

Allow 10:00-12:00 for open sharing

3rd set Lay couple with Clergy couple
III.
Continuing the journey (Total time: 7:15)
III A.
Luke 24: 30-33 

(LH or LW: 1:45 for transition, reading, and suggested wording)
Suggested transition:

Many of you are familiar with the Easter Season reading of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  They were returning to their homes discouraged about the events of Christ’s passion and death when they encountered a stranger.  He walked and talked with them quoting many different scriptures that helped them understand the true meaning of the preceding days.  As we begin this reading from Luke, the two disciples are sharing a meal with the stranger.
Luke 24:30-33 (New Revised Standard Version):
When he was with them at table, he took bread, blessed and, broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
Suggested wording:

Just as the disciples recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, perhaps you recognized Him as you broke open your hearts and minds to each other in your love letters during this Marriage Encounter experience.  Perhaps you encountered the Divine in your relationship, and this brought the meaning of your passionate love more clearly into focus.  Perhaps you are like those two disciples on the road to Emmaus whose eyes and hearts were opened to the bigger picture of God’s plan.  When our hearts are on fire we see the world differently, and we can’t help wanting to share the good news with others.
III B.
Being Open and Apostolic (Total time: 5:30)
III B 1.
Define Open and Apostolic (CL: 0:30)
Clergy Leader
Suggested transition:

There is a greater purpose for our love than simply our own happiness. As encountered couples who understand the covenant nature of our marriage, we are called to be open and apostolic.  To be open is to be receptive to hearing God’s voice speaking in our hearts and speaking through the voices of others. To be apostolic is to respond to God’s call – to go out and spread the good news.
III B 2.
The other-centeredness of marriage and the call to ministry (CL and CS:  1:30)
Clergy Leader

Suggested transition:

Both marriage and the call into the ministry are covenants of relationship.  As a pastor/priest, I am called to be other-centered, to be open and apostolic as I seek to build up the People of God.  I accomplish this, not in a vacuum, but in relationship with the people whom I have been called to serve, as well as in my relationship with my spouse..

Clergy Leader

Clergy Spouse 

III B 3.
Couple Power 

(Total time:  3:30: One Lay spouse: a, b & c; other Lay spouse: d)
III B 3 a.
You are empowered by the love of your marriage covenant (LH or LW:  0:15)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife 

Suggested wording:

We are called to be open and apostolic to build up the People of God and to light the way for the world.  The love of Christ present in our relationship is our “couple power.”  This incredible gift is meant to be shared with a world that is longing for hope.  Our “couple power” enables us to respond to God’s call and step out in faith together in ways that might challenge us as individuals.

III B 3 b.
Share two brief, specific examples of being open and apostolic by sharing our love as a couple  (Same Lay spouse:  1:00)
Same Lay spouse continues

Suggested transition:

(Spouse's name) and I have experienced this “couple power” first-hand.

III B 3 c.
Briefly address our re-evaluation of attitudes and behaviors to make ourselves available to others  (Same Lay spouse:  0:45)
Same Lay spouse continues

III B 3 d.
Share the effects on us when we live an open and apostolic lifestyle 

(Lay spouse who did not share III B 3 a-c: 1:30)
Other Lay spouse

IV.
We can change the world 

(LH or LW and CL or CS:  Total time including the exercise: 5:00-7:00)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife (who did not share III B 3 d above)
Suggested transition:
We look out at you today with wonder and awe.  Your love is visible to us. We hope you will return home feeling happy and confident that your marriage is grounded in unconditional love.  But what is truly amazing is that God has bigger dreams for your marriage than simply your own happiness.  His power has been unleashed in you, not just for yourselves, but for all those whose lives you will touch.  In fact, your love can change the world!
IV A.
You have the power to change the world 

(Same Lay spouse continues: 1:30)
Same Lay spouse continues

IV B.
Activity on being open and apostolic  (CL or CS: 3:00-5:00
Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse
Allow 3:00-5:00 to complete and discuss the worksheet.

-- optional break --
2nd set Lay couple & Clergy Couple
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
Introduce & Play “There's a New World Somewhere.” (Total time:  5:00)
V.
Keeping our relationship a priority in today’s world  

(Total time: 18:15 including activity)
V A.
Brief overview of the tools for keeping our relationship a priority  (LH & LW share V A. 1-4; Total time for A: 8:30)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
Suggested transition:

We are on page _____ .  You may have changed in the past few days, but sadly the world has not.  You will likely discover that the same things that pulled you away from each other before will be there to greet you when you return home.  We have discovered some tools to help keep our relationship at the top of our list of our earthly priorities. They include:

· Attention to our communication in and out of dialogue;

· Couple prayer;

· Attention to our sexual relationship;

· Being involved with the Worldwide Marriage Encounter community; and

· Re-evaluation.

We need all of these tools in our quest to be the best married couple we can be.

V A 1.
Attention to our communication in and out of dialogue (Same Lay spouse continues: 1:00)
Same Lay spouse

V A 2.
Couple prayer  (LH or LW: 1:00)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
V A 3.
Attention to our sexual relationship (LH or LW: 1:00)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
Suggested transition:

You have learned that your sexuality involves your total relationship – how you interact with each other as man and woman.   _______ shared that your lovemaking is a very holy part of your marriage covenant.  It is an important aspect of a healthy relationship that should be a priority.

V A 4.
Being involved with the Marriage Encounter Community (Total time:  4:30)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife

Suggested transition:
The tools we have just shared with you, Communication, Couple Prayer, and Sexuality help us to be more intimate and responsible so we can grow in our love for each other.  Right now your love is like a hot coal, giving off heat and energy.  Alone, that hot coal will slowly diminish in heat and light.  To be the best we can be we need to be around other people who are striving to keep their love burning brightly.
Just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we need the support of others who are willing to journey along with us.  That is why in Marriage Encounter we have groups of couples who meet regularly to strengthen their relationships and grow through dialogue.  Marriage Encounter communities are unique in our Church and our society. We know of no other community that challenges married couples to grow as intimately in relationship through the use of dialogue.
V A 4 a.
Share our experience of Community support (LH or LW and CL or CS: 1:00 each)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse
V A 4 b.
End with an invitation to continue the journey (Other Lay spouse:  1:30)
Other Lay spouse

V B.
Re-evaluation (Total time for V B: 9:45, including activity)
V B 1.
Re-evaluation of attitudes and behaviors in order to commit to using the tools (LH or LW:  0:45)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife

Suggested wording:

We have one final tool to offer – re-evaluation.  It can help you use the other tools to make decisions to love and to change your lives one day at a time.  When used with the other four tools, re-evaluation can help you address issues or challenges that you may have put on the back burner.  You will hear more about it at the Renewal/Reunion.  We offer you a package deal – attention to communication, couple prayer attention to our sexual relationship, involvement with the Marriage Encounter Community, and re-evaluation.  They work in sync with each other to help you keep your relationship a high priority.  Without re-evaluation, it could be a real struggle to find the time and motivation to make all of these tools an integral part of your marriage.
V B 2.
Example of re-evaluation to make a change in your lives  (Other Lay spouse and CL or CS:  1:30 each)
Other Lay spouse

Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse
V B 4.
Couple exercise on re-evaluation (CL and/or CS:  6:00)
Clergy Leader or Clergy Spouse

Suggested transition:

We’ve just shared with you some examples of re-evaluation.  This is a tool that we use often to keep our relationship our highest priority.  We now have an opportunity for you to use this tool of re-evaluation.  Please turn to page ___ and write your answer to the question. We will be sharing these with our spouse only.
Read as is:

What, specifically, am I going to do in order to make our relationship a top priority?  What attitudes and/or behaviors do I need to change to make this possible?

Allow 3:00 to complete the exercise

Allow 2:00 to discuss with their spouse
1st set Lay couple & Clergy couple
VI. 
Sharing in the dream by inviting others to a Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience 
(Total time: 6:30, including activity)
VI A.
Our dream to change the world  (CL:  1:00)
Suggested wording:

You just discussed choices you are willing to make to keep your relationship a priority.  And this is so important because you are part of a much bigger picture.  Worldwide Marriage Encounter has a dream that extends far beyond this time and place.  Our dream is to renew the Church and to change the world with the power of love.  We are here today because through the years, many dreamers – couples like you, like us – stepped out in faith, believing they could make a difference, couples who dared to be open and apostolic and to live the values and lifestyle that we have been talking about today.  We hope you will join us in keeping this dream alive by telling others about your experience here.

VI B.
Inviting  (VI B 1-4: 5:30)
VI B 1.  Why invite?  (LH & LW: B 1-3:  2:00)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife
VI B 2.  Whom to invite?

Lay Husband or Lay Wife

VI B 3.  How to invite?
Lay Husband or Lay Wife

VI B 4.  Starter list  (CL and/or CS: 3:30)
Clergy Leader and Clergy Spouse
3rd set Lay couple & Clergy couple
VII.
Sharing in the dream financially  

(8:00 presentation; 10:00-12:00 discussion time; travel time will vary)
VII A.
Vision and invitation to invest in the dream (CL: 2:30)
Clergy Leader
Suggested transition:

We mentioned to you our dream of renewing the Church and changing the world.  It is through your love that this dream can become a reality.  The vision of Worldwide Marriage Encounter is “Love One Another As I Have Loved You.”  This vision is truly worldwide.  We have an active presence in over 90 countries around the world because couples like all of us sacrificed to make it happen.
Suggested conclusion:

We need you to help us keep our dream alive.  We need you to invest in the dream.  You can do that by sharing your love as a couple.  You can do that by inviting others to experience this.  And you can do that by giving your financial support.  All three ways are necessary if we are to realize our dream.

VII B.
  Cost of this Marriage Encounter experience  (LH or LW: 1:30)
Lay Husband or Lay Wife

Suggested transition:

You can start by helping to financially support the very next Marriage Encounter experience.  We are not asking you to pay for your experience; we are asking you to sacrifice for the sake of other couples who are yet to experience a Marriage Encounter.  We need you to help us pass this gift along.

Suggested conclusion:

We are giving you the opportunity to search your hearts and invest in the dream.  We have shared with you the cost per couple for this Marriage Encounter experience.  We invite you to consider giving even more.

VII C.
 Giving from substance  (Other Lay spouse:  2:00)
Other Lay spouse

Suggested conclusion:

For those of you who may be financially blessed we’d like you to consider donating the entire cost of this Marriage Encounter experience, which is ___________, or half the cost of this, which is __________.  We want to make it very clear that we are not asking you to pay for your experience.  We’re giving you an opportunity to invest in our dream of changing the world, to sacrifice for the sake of other couples so that they can experience this gift.
VII D.
 How to donate  (Same Lay spouse: 1:00)
Suggested conclusion:

Whatever amount you give, we trust that it is a gift from your hearts and your desire to invest in the dream.
VII E.
 Discussion question  (Other Lay spouse: 1:00 to introduce, 10:00-12:00 for couples to discuss their donation, travel time will vary)
Other Lay spouse

How much are we willing to share financially so that the dream and mission of Worldwide Marriage Encounter may continue?

Allow 10:00 – 12:00 for couples to discuss discussion/donation.

VIII.
Wrap-Up  (LH or LW:  2:00)
VIII A.  Thank the couples

Lay Husband or Lay Wife

VIII B.  Take home packet

Lay Husband or Lay Wife

VIII C.  Dialogue question for Monday

Lay Husband or Lay Wife

How do I feel about continuing the journey we’ve begun through our dialogue at home? Describe the feeling in loving detail.
VIII D.  Preparation for the closing worship service
Lay Husband or Lay Wife

IX.
Closing worship service with renewal/reaffirmation of vows
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